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DREAM IN WHICH THE DREAM
IS SCALED TO SIZE

you have felt the world shrinking
all this time you

feel yourself growing into it you
let yourself be the shape of it yes
you are in the graveyard yes

it has gone too far the sky

has turned

into a replica of your mouth

and you are about to swallow
the whole world with you

in it you know

it was meant for you

when you dance with it

in the street you let it

lead and it takes your wrist

your hip ever so delicately your hip
you gather your small things
you have felt it coming

all this time you

having nothing to call it yes

you are in the bus station with

everything spread against the cold floor
yes you are scratching against the place

where no thing is yes you are

Kate Hall

Montreal, Quebec.

Author of The Certainty Dream (Coach
House Books, 2009),

from which this poem is drawn.
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LULLABY

The houses all around
are tucked in bed
and dreaming of other houses.

The ones you see in magazines.
The ones that watch celebrities sleep.

Traffic is a sigh the city heaves
and bridges sag with exhaustion.
Their stomachs touch the ocean.

Hush, now.

Yesterday is tiptoeing across your lawn.

It spray paints concrete walls with silence,
a darker shade of grey.

Hush, now.

I will stay right here

and play solitaire on my computer
until tomorrow comes.

02014 mw

Laura Farina
\/ancouver, British Columbia.
She is the author of This Woman
Alphabetical (Pedlar Press, 2005). The
poems here are new.
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9am -

Junk mail recycled.
Slippers stepped out of
and doors locked behind.

11:30am -

The clank of the mailbox closing

is from another time.

Noon -

How sunlight touches sidewalk

is a private matter

between sunlight and the sidewalk.

2pm -

Brown things
step aside

for green things.

4.45pm -

Winds have already parted
all the hair

they can part for one day.

5.30pm -
Interview

with a lonely
piece of highway.

Spm -

This window
might open.
This sky
might spill
and pool.
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LEGION

My mother came home to the projects
from the war.

What war?

There was a war.

And her hair was white.

She was nineteen

and her eyes were all over the devils.
Mostly Men. Slipping in and out.

Her children hid

from her

from them

from everyone

in the enormous energy of their little bodies.

In the trenches of the bedroom
bunkers of the bathroom
minefields of the kitchen.

To survive it we were vermin.
Alegion of happy rats!
Dispersed in the shadows.
Hoarding the dark.

She was lo—

There was no war!

There is only war.

02014 mw

Lance La Rocque

Wolfville, Nova Scotia.

Author of the chapbook Gross
Metaphysics of Meat (Proper Tales
Press, 2004) and the book

Vermin (BookThug, 2012),

from which these poems are drawn.
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FUNDAMENTALISM

Overhead

the bird rings

like a phonecall from heaven
that | can't pick up

but like this

easy

| break its neck anyhow
press my ear to its heart

and listen
as you must listen

for the voice of my God.
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THE WOMAN WHO ATE ALL Pearl Pirie
THE FOOD
in the house kept eating until Ottawa, Ontario.

Books are been shed bore
(Chaudiere Press, 2010) and Thirsts
(Snare, 2011). The poem here is new.

she ate all the food in the store
then all the food in the city then
all the food in the world. then

she was tired of gettinga fatbelty
so she decided to grow all the fat

out her bellybutton instead.

it was a tube like Pinocchio’s nose.

one day while she was looking

for more food and pants big enough,

a little girl saw it and cut it off.

she thought it was a balloon

and she flew it until she got bored.
it fell down from the clouds and
landed on a picnic table.

a hungry man saw it and thought
that's a nice sausage. he ate it all.
the fat exploded inside him

so that his clothes blew off
except for his underwear.

because he was a modest man.

his legs were bigger than a car, no,

a building. his legs were so big

that when his right flip flop fell off

he had to look for it on another block.

and then he died because well,
everything has an ending. this is me.
this is not me. this is a ball. this

is not the ball. this is the universe
and somewhere is not this universe.

02014 mw
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NO TITLE RIGHT NOW,
NO TITLE EVER!

Arrived by police car
& arrived by metaphor

France kept my wallet
& France ate my lunch

The snow is little swastikas
& the snow is tiny invoices

Did Beckett have a dog?

02014 mw 00003 11797

Jim Smith

Toronto, Ontario.

Books include Translating Sleep
(Wolsak & Wynn, 1989),
Leonel/Roque (Coteau Books, 1998),
Back Off, Assassin! New and Selected
Poems (Mansfield Press, 2009)

and Happy Birthday, Nicanor Parra
(Mansfield Press, 2012). The poems
here are from the latter.
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88 88

WARNING SIGN INSIDE THE ORBIT OF MARS

A monkey flew into space, a dog flew after him, a bunch of
men flew after them, we made 17 footsteps on the moon
& retreated, there's a bunch of guys & a few womenin a
fishing hut at the top edge of air, behold these works &
tremble, giant gas-bags of Saturn!
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from A WHITE BICYCLE Torn Walmsley
1 Toronto, Ontario. 2 3
Recent books of poetry are

) ) Rich and Dead as Dogs
awhite bi (Proper Tales Press, 2012) only to my you too
cycle rolling do and What Happened (BookThug, self iann k off your thin
wn a hill the 2007). The poems here are ounced you kill gs your fan

. . from a sequence in progress. .

reis no ride ed me may tasies real
rno onesin beitso ized sex may
gingloe — TTTTTTTTTTmmmmmmmmmmmE ounds too drama be revenge the
ttalynnin ticigavea y didn't be
to the win sgoodasigo lieve you
d no naught tbutitdo 'd lie wit
y redhead wit esn't so h him the
hout a he und like i kill y didn't real
Imet just a bi ed you &ido ly know you
cycle without a ride 75 74 n't wish you we 'd find some
rrolling be 88 88 re dead. one who'd be
side the lake. have worse than me.
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Af,zfﬁ‘\ Careful with my paper trail "“\“t
% Like a pirate through the torrents I sail \a
And I make sure the words all rhyme

Because government is
} organized crime ¢

Finally as I drift to shore
Taxman he asks me for more
He knows my life's worth more than a dime
Because government is organized crime
Oh lord you got me feeling sublime
You know that government is organized crime

Government thought me for a fool

Thought I'd send my kids to school

You know I'd rather be doing time
Because government is organized crime

&3t Next Life so I don't feel no grief K4
wanna be an accountant or a lawyer or a thief
And I'll stay quiet as a mime
Because government is organized crime
Oh lord it is the sign of the times
You know that government is organized crime

On Shoulders Of Giants - Cowboys From Ukuhelle | Osogfamily.com
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A TEXT FROM WILLIAM
CARLOS WILLIAMS

Dis S st 2 SA

lve e10
d plums
datwrn
dicebox

n wich

u wr prolly
saving

4 Bfast

Lgive me
dey wr Dlish
so swEt
nso cold

Elyse Friedman

Toronto, Ontario.

Author of one book of poetry,
Know Your Monkey (ECW Press,
2004). The poems here are new.
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FOUR WAYS OF LOOKING AT AND Mark Laba '

RASSLIN’ AN ALLIGATOR

A'man and a woman and an alligator

\/ancouver, British Columbia.
Author of countless chapbooks
and one full-length book,
Dummy Spit (The Mercury Press,
2007). The poem here is new.

Wear sagging pantaloons
And smell of summer fields, skeletons and meat gravy,

Their shadows traced by blotchy blackbirds with grim hallucination.

I was of three minds,

The alligator, the blackbird and a discarded mouth organ
Left on the shore of a blobby sea

Dark marine with the hems of beggar’s capes,

Happy fecundity

You phantom glass-blowers of North America.

il 0l

a

i Yowzah, yowzah, yowzah

. % 2—2 0 thin tailors of VVesuvius,

. Your warbling is like the blindness of ground beef,

1 The inescapable rhythm of newspapers blown by the coughing
N That brings poetry

1’an Yn ,43 1'n”31 nYni | 12 nTo

To the pineapples of artifice.
v

Is that an alligator in your pants

Or do you just want to rassle me

Under the sassafras tree

Greased with the jelly of a perplexed machine.

The alligator rests but the blackbird is wary, taciturn,

A papier-maché ventriloquist dead on a sofa near Lake Geneva
Knows this and remains as bitter as a dried leaf

Pressed between the pages of a nudie picture book

Begetting tubas and purple prunes of engorgement.



= =

= BN g

zZ

WHAT HAPPENED

A chicken ate my heart.

Sternly, | forced angels

on the snow. Enforced my fairies
on the growing dusk.

They all leap so high,

these mystic fleas,

ordnance of teeth when you're
just a little bullet.

| gritted my teeth
because | read it in a book,
and the moon rested her big butt

down on the downy vague clouds.

Hello, gloom.
Hello, plume of nasal spray —

artificial or not, you're made of mist.

Alice Burdick

Mahone Bay, Nova Scotia.

Author of several chapbooks,

and three books,

Simple Master (Pedlar Press, 2002),
Flutter (Mansfield Press, 2008),
and Holler (Mansfield Press, 2012);
this poem comes from Holler.

DAY JOB Jaime Forsythe

It's not a gorilla. It's a man - Halifax, Nova Scotia.
in a gorilla suit. Maybe his true fu”_I;\gihpco(ilrzc';;:”;yﬁ;;';;
loves are telescopes, lawn furniture, Loophole (Mansfield Press, 2012).
or the lottery. Unanticipated risks

of contract employment include

velcro chafe, heat stroke, faux fur

allergy. A dog nods at him, wants to talk
shop. A shuffle around the circus perimeter
reveals nothing unusual.

Eyeholes erase the shades

between fear and delight. He lunges,

mistakes a balloon for a human

head, embraces a zebra. A real one. They are one
two-headed creature who is not faxing invoices
or filing files. The trampolinist somersaults,
elastic returning her to the sky,

again and again and again.
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In Canada, most of which becomes covered
in snow for six to eight months each vear,
there is a three-way poetry battle, between
the formalists (who still worship 1950s poet-
messiah Irving Layton), the spoken worders
(who aren't actually poets), and the reckless.
| side with the reckless. Canada is butted

up against the big monster US.A., with a
shared border 8891 kilometres long, and
the only imports I'm glad for are humour and
recklessness in poetry. This, | hope, at least
partly explains my selection of some of the
best poets writing in this country.

Stuart Ross
Cobourg, Ontario
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